Galactic Reptilians - Phil Smith & Mike Cummins

From Mike C:

 This is a song I wrote for Phil Smith and me to do.

I wrote Bass guitar and Drums, Phil added Rhythm guitars,

which I doubled in some parts. Phil plays all the solo's.

I used Producer 3,Sound Forge 6 and Wave lab 4 to record

and master. I used Soft Samplers for bass gtr and drums, Softsynths

for the opening. I really enjoyed working with Phil, It was his 1st

recording like this and he did great ! We will have something on GenX 6

too ! Thanks Phil, you done great Dude !

From Phil S.

To give a quick background… Mike and I came to be friends through the GNX2 forum when I was having trouble getting the GNX2 to sound good through my Marshal stack. I am a self-taught copy guitarist from Rhode Island. I have always been able to come up with little snippets of songs but unable to connect the dots and “write” an entire song. After telling Mike C. this, he approached me with song he wrote. It consisted of a bass line and drum track. He asked me to listen to it  “and see what I came up with”. Being the first time I had ever done this I was intrigued but at a loss. Some how, the rhythm track came together and the solo’s and accents followed. (All the guitar parts except the bass) came out of my head. To be honest this blew me away. I didn’t know I had it in me, due to the fact I have never completed a song. This has opened up a world for me that didn’t exist. I owe this to Mike Cummins for pulling this out of me. I give him all the credit for the “song”. He wrote the structure, drums and the bass line, something I can’t do, all I had to do was make up the guitar parts. I play all the guitars and did so using my 1981 Dean Baby-Z guitar with a 1979 Bill Laurence “Railroad” style pickup (The hottest pickup you could get in 79) in the bridge position and a Dimarzio that was one of the original pickups that came in the Dean. My guitar is known as “the guitar with the Marshal sound” by some of my friends in the business thanks to the Bill Laurence pickup. I’ve owned this beauty since new. (Age has taken its toll though) Every other ounce of sound was created using my Digitec GNX2, recorded directly into Sonar 3 Producer via my computer. The GNX2 patch is a custom patch I made for gigin out and playing Eruption live. I cut back on the echo and reverb to record this song but I like the sound. I’ll have the patch posted soon.

On a personal note… Thanks you Mike for helping me realize I can do more than just “copy” an artist. “You done great Dude !… too…”

I’m looking forward to our next song together.

Phil S.

